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Part of the Collier Collection includes many racecars previously 

owned by Briggs Cunningham, such as this 1952 Cunningham C4-R. 


Driver Brian Redman at the wheel of the Collier Collections Ford 
GT 40, at Daytona. This car was originally driven by Jacky Jckx and 
Dick Thompson to 6th overall in the 1967 Daytona 24 Hours. 

Florida Alfa Clubs Find 
a Hidden Shangri .. La 

A lmost every Alfisti and sports car afficionado knows 
who Briggs Cunningham was and that he had a mag­
nificent car collection. But what happened to it ? The 

rumor has been that it \-vas moved to Florida and named the 
Collier Museum. Google, howeve r, has no link for that muse­
um nor is there a listed phone number. Armando Paredes, 
president of the South Florida Alfa Romeo Owner' s Club, put 
on his gum shoes and found out. 

Briggs Cunningham (1907 -2003) was born into wealth. His 
father was president of the Citizen's Nationa l Bank, a direc­
tor of the Pennsylvania Railroad and a prime venture capital­
ist funding the Proctor & Gamble start up. He died when 
Briggs was only five, leav ing his son and daughter half of his 

estate. During his two years at Yale, Briggs drove a light­
weight, straight-eight, Packard roadster he purchased from 
Packard's experimental department, and had a special "speed­
ster" body made for it by a shop in Bridgeport, Connect icut. ." 
In 1930 he married Lucy Bedford, the granddaughter of a co­
founder of Standard Oil. During their honeymoon he saw his 
first motor car race, the Monaco Grand Prix, and was smitten. 

While at Yale, Briggs became fr iends with Miles and Sam 
Collier. Their father, Baron Collier, was an American adver­
tising entrepreneur, owner of a chain of hotels, bus lines, 
banks, newspapers and a te lephone company and steamship 
line. He also became the largest land owner and develope r in 
Florida where he bought over 1,000,000 acres. In 1923 it was 
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One of the crown jewels of the Collier Collection is this 193B 

Alfa BC 2900B Touring Berlinetta, which won the 1947 Mille 

Miglia. In recent years, this stunning example has won Best of 

Show at the prestigious Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance. 

'J 

named Collier County and is where Thomas Edison and 
Henry Ford established their winter retreats. 

In 1933 Briggs, Miles, Sam and other friends founded the 
Automobile Racing C lub of America , ARCA, (not to be con­
fused with the later stock car series of the same name). It was 
dissolved in 1941 with the ou tbreak of WWII. In 1944 they 
helped form the SportS Car Club of America, SCCA, which

" 
began sanctioning road racing, and in 1948 Miles, Briggs and 
Cameron Argets inger were instrumental in founding the 
inaugural Watkins Glen Grand Prix near their summer 
retreats. Those early races were driven on public roads. In 
1950, Sam Collier was killed while lead ing the Watkins Glen 
race in a Ferrari. Miles died four yea rs late r of tuberculosis. 

BY HARMON HEED 

Part of the Collier Collection includes many racecars previously 

owned by Briggs Cunningham, such as this 1952 Cunningham C4-R. 

The collection also includes a number of Significant racing 

Porsches, including this 1969 90BLH. 

In addition to the Collection's Touring-bodied BC 2900B, other 

Alfas include a 1934 BC 2300 and a 1964 TZ2. 

Briggs continued racing and began collecting. He owned, 
raced and kept Jags, Ferrar is, Corvettes, Listers, OSCAs and 
Abarths. In the 1950s he built cars with Cadillac and 
C hrysle r Hem i engines with the goal of winning the 24 Hours 
of Le Mans. In 1950 he entered two Cadillacs, one with stock 
Coupe de Ville body driven by the Collier brothers wearing 
suits ties and another with a body so primit ive and monstrous 
looking that the French named it, "Le Monstre ." They didn't 
win but they both finished, 10th and 11 th, which in itself was 
quite a feat. 

During the '50s Briggs continued on his quest to win at 
LeMans by building his own race cars, the Cunningham 
C-2R, C-4R, C-5R and C-6R. He never won, but his heavy 
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